STORYTELLING CHECKLIST
Here’s a quick reference you can run through before you press the shutter or edit.
SUBJECT & STORY: Who or what is this really about? Can a viewer tell who the hero is? Does everything else support that hero - or does it distract from them?
MOMENT & EMOTION: Why this moment? Is there a clear emotion, reaction, or decision unfolding? Is there tension, conflict, or curiosity that makes the viewer care?
COMPOSITION & BACKGROUND: Is the frame clean, simple, and intentional? Does the eye know where to go first? Does the background support the story - not compete with it?
FOCUS, DEPTH & HIERARCHY: Where will the viewer look first? Does depth of field match your intention (one hero vs. shared moment)? Can you name: A = Hero B = Supporter C = Context
CONTEXT, PROPS & ENVIRONMENT: Does the setting explain where this is happening and why?
Do props add meaning, not clutter? Is there a clear relationship between subject and their world?
EDITING FOR CLARITY: Have you brightened what matters and darkened or blurred what doesn’t? Does the crop strengthen the message? Does the final image feel the way you intended it to feel?

YOUR PHOTO CONTEST
1. Choose a special moment (New or from Archive)
2. Create a story by:
a. Simplifying composition and following today’s lessons
b. Tightening the frame
c. Using contrast or focus to hide distractions
3. Re-edit an older image or shoot a new one for:
a. Clearer subject
b. Stronger visual hierarchy
c. More purposeful light
4. At next month’s Photo Contest: Explain what your story is, the main subject, and the emotion(s) you intended to convey.
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